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WHY IS READING SO IMPORTANT?
• Reading is the gateway to learning

• Learning to read supports the 
children so they can learn everything 
else

• They can travel to far away lands and 
discover the most incredible 
characters

• They can learn new words that they 
can use in our own writing 



READING HAS TWO 
COMPONENTS

Word Recognition

Recognising words presented in 
and out of context.

The ability to apply phonic rules -
blending phonemes to decode.

Quality phonics work – main 
approach for beginners in 

learning to decode ( sound out).

Comprehension

The process by which words, 
information and sentences  are 

interpreted and understood.

The same applies to  both 
spoken and written 

understanding.

Continues to develop 
throughout life!



DEVELOPING WORD 
RECOGNITION SKILLS

•Phoneme (letter sound) awareness and 

phonics teaching

•Repetition and teaching of ‘tricky’ words 

which may not be phonetically plausible

•Recognising patterns in words.



READING AT HOME

Be a good role model:

• Find some time in the day to read 

yourself

• Let your children see that you get 

pleasure from reading

• Share your favourite books/reading 

material with them – even books you 

enjoyed reading as a child.



BENEFITS OF READING DAILY

20 mins 
a day

5 mins 
a day

1 mins 
a day

1,800,000 
words

282,000 
words

8,000 
words

What can the 
children do 

with all those 
words that 
they learn 

from reading?



WHAT CAN THEY READ AT 
HOME?

Reading should be for enjoyment and interest.

A school reading book is only ONE part of a child’s reading repertoire.

• Books (picture books; short stories; chapter books); magazines; 
comics; annuals; football programmes; poetry.

• Information books; brochures; catalogues; flyers; newspapers; 
guide-books; eBooks; kindle.

• Websites ; take-away menus; instructions.

• Visit the library and bookshops. 











HOW OFTEN DO YOU READ 
WITH YOUR CHILDREN?

•Daily?

•Once or twice a week?

•Less than that?

• Regularly read with your child to monitor their progress and 
feedback to the teacher

• Find a nice time in the evening where you are both relaxed and 
cosy, ready to listen to a fantastic story.



Year 1 and 2



Year 3 and 4 Year 5 and 6



READING RECORDS

•Please remember to check your texts and emails 
regarding when the children will be changing their books

•They will be only bringing their reading records in once a 
week on the day shared by your class teacher.



WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILD 
BECOME A BETTER READER. 

Research has shown that children who read regularly at home believe 
they are ‘Good at Reading’, and are therefore keen to move their 

reading forward for their own enjoyment.

• Encourage them to read every day (15 minutes a 
day), make this a REGULAR ROUTINE!

• Remind them to ‘read on’ or ‘back’ to check word 
meanings.

• Talk about words they do not understand, try to work 
out by the reading the whole sentence or paragraph, 
or look them up.

• Support them in writing a comment in their home 
school reading record, noting what they have 
enjoyed, or any new words they may have 
encountered.



KEY MESSAGES
•Try to listen to and read with your child regularly

•Find a quiet place to share books where you can feel comfortable 

and relaxed

•Encourage your child to have a go at reading words, by using 

phonic skills to read any unfamiliar words, and by working on 

building up their sight vocabulary.

•Talk about the meanings of words to help to develop your child’s 

understanding and use of language.

•Encourage your child to read a range of texts.

•Read books to your child as well; if they see you enjoying a book it 

will encourage and motivate them to want to learn to read.

•Ask them questions about the text to develop their understanding



Transforming children’s lives through 
partnership and collaboration 


